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Public Hearing of Ordinances 

 
2010-3009 - To exceed appropriations 

limit. Jim Grenafege wanted to make a point 
that this ordinance is proof or an example of 
poor planning and management. 

Sandra Craig-Barry said that she is 
disheartened by the budget and it should not 
exceed the appropriation limits. 

The ordinance passed with a vote of 4-1 
with Sean Byrnes voting no. Sean said it is a 
tough economic climate but we exceeded caps 
last year and continue this year due to a lack of 
planning on the part of the Committee. Included 
in this years’ budget is an increase of $5M 
resulting from a shortfall in last years’ budget. 
The need for a cap is a symptom to prevent 
excesses from going forward. He said we need a 
process to formulate a budget and address the 
economy that the Township is faced with. He 
said we will see cap waivers next year and for 
years to follow if something is not done now. 

Tony Fiore commented that he doesn’t 
take the budget and exceeding the cap lightly. 
He agreed with Mr. Byrnes about planning but 
there are costs that drive these increases.  He 
said there were many drivers that caused us to 
exceed the cap. He pointed out that snow 
removal on Saturday and Sunday caused an 
extra expense. Retirements were a big driver. 
Vacation and sick time expenses were over 
$1M. Insurance costs continue to go up but they 
are continuing to negotiate with unions. Plus, 
we had to carry over $1.85M from last year. He 
said it is pure politics to say they were not 
planning but agreed that more planning needs to 
be done. He said there were very few things that 
can be done to lower this budget and you can’t 
turn a huge ship on a dime. Hopefully next year 
we will be in a better position than this year. 

2010-3010 – Fire Inspector Shared 
Services. Sam Poston wanted to know why they 
were doing this. He thought both parties were 

supposed to benefit but how will the town 
benefit with Red bank doing the fire inspections 
in Middletown. He said there were numerous 
fire personnel in back of the courtroom that do 
not think that Red Bank can do an efficient job 
and that this is another result of poor planning. 
Mr. Poston said that the Township was notified 
12 years ago that the fire prevention staff was 
understaffed. He wanted to know how Red Bank 
is going to do the job if Middletown can’t. 

Tony Mercantante said they don’t have 
an agreement with Red Bank yet and this will 
start negotiations to work on an agreement. Mr. 
Poston wanted to know what the expected 
savings were going to be. Gerry Scharfenberger 
said the negotiations haven’t started yet. Mr. 
Poston said that the Township must have some 
idea in the amount that it would save by 
entering this agreement and he doesn’t know 
how savings can be realized if Middletown can’t 
do it themselves and Red Bank costs more than 
current inspectors. He can’t understand the 
expectation that this will save us money. 

 Tony Mercantante said Mr. Poston can 
express these feelings when the town has a draft 
agreement and these comments would be 
appropriate then. Gerry Scharfenberger said we 
will have input from everyone involved before a 
decision is made. Mr. Poston pointed out that 
Red Bank is not a civil service town and Mr. 
Scharfenberger said that maybe we can get help 
from the Governor on that. The ordinance 
passed with a vote of 5-0, 

Resolution 10-191 - To read the budget 
by title and open the public hearing. The 
Committee all voted in favor. 

Paul Jansen said in the middle of the 
winter he stated that taxes were going up and to 
be honest with residents and they weren’t. He 
said that the Township claimed about a 2% tax 
increase and he figures that it will be about a 
13% increase. He said that the Committee 
should be embarrassed by the fact that it took 
one Committee member to stand up and say just 
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what the increase was going to be. He said that 
the truth should not be obfuscated.  

Lee Beaumont said he is a Poricy Park 
conservatory volunteer, which is a non-profit 
organization funding environmental, science 
and history education. The Board of Trustees 
members are thankful for the support of the 
Township Committee. 

Joyce Ferejohn, of the Poricy Park 
Conservatory, said that she is passionate about 
the park and its services. She is hoping that their 
funding won’t be cut considering the Townships 
budget constraints. The Conservancy has looked 
at strategic fiscal management and there is no 
place to cut back. Raises are not even asked for. 
She said annual support from the Township is 
10% of the budget and last year they were in the 
black. If further cuts are implemented it would 
crush the volunteer base at the park. If using 
Township employees were not a resource then 
they couldn’t function to provide the services 
that they offer. Gerry Scharfenberger said she 
was preaching to the choir and they will do their 
best to preserve what is critical to the town in all 
fairness. Sean Byrnes asked what was the 
support they received in 2009. Pam Brightbill 
said that it was $25K (?). Greg Silva stated that 
full grounds and building maintenance is done 
by Parks & Recreation.  

Sandra Craig-Barry said as a business 
owner she has to work within a budget and can’t 
go to taxpayers for more money. She thinks a 
closer look at the budget still needs to be done 
and we need to keep to the needs only. Gerry 
Scharfenberger asked her what she thinks needs 
to be cut. Ms. Craig-Barry said she would have 
to look further because the Township spread 
sheets don’t tell enough. Mr. Scharfenberger 
said there is little discretionary spending. Pam 
Brightbill wanted to know that of the 300 
employees, how many are not in a union. Tony 
Mercantante said 30 were not because they are 
management. Ms. Brightbill said she is hoping 
civil service rules will change. 

Angela Bennink said that she sees brush 
collection on Saturday. Gerry Scharfenberger 
said they do not collect on Saturday. Ted 
Maloney said that it might be the Clean 
Communities or Recycling group, but there is 
no overtime for brush collection. She said that 
with regards to the budget and this economic 
climate and we are told that we have to abide by 
what the unions say, she wanted to know what 
the rest of the people are supposed to do. Mr. 
Scharfenberger said this is what the Governor is 
trying to do. She said that she is all for what the 
Governor is doing and reading what the mayor 
and Mr. Byrnes have to say in the Two River 
Times. She said if our taxes continue to go up 
and salaries continue to go down, we won’t be 
able to afford to live here. 

Jim Grenafege said it seems like the 
mayor is asking now to provide input now. He 
said something should have been done to get 
input long ago. He said Tony Fiore said events 
caused these increases but it was poor 
leadership, planning and management. He said 
he didn’t see any leadership from the majority 
on the Committee. They waited until July to put 
a budget out when people are on vacation. He 
said that the pension payment is mandated 
because they were deferred last year in order to 
be allowed to exceed last year’s cap. An 
ordinance encouraging early retirements was 
passed last year. He said that you don’t wait 
until the last minute to turn the ship around. 
Something should have been done in 2007 when 
the financial crisis was seen coming. Tony Fiore 
said that Jim and Sean have made comments 
and political statements that nothing is being 
done. He said he joined the Committee in 
January 2009 and the financial crisis began in 
September of 2008. The whole committee 
approved the insurance audit. He said that they 
addressed this insurance budgetary item. Mr. 
Fiore said that when you see the budget come in 
you will see savings already and there will be 
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additional savings, but there are things that can’t 
change. 

Jim Grenafege said that Tony is 
relatively new on the committee and 
commended him on the insurance audit. Mr. 
Grenafege said that he has been asking the 
Committee for 5 years about what is being done 
to save the tax payer money and has not been 
getting any answers. 

Sean Byrnes commended Mr. Fiore for 
his health insurance work and said he has a 
strong background in that. There was a $1.4M 
overage in Health Insurance claims. Mr. Byrnes 
agreed it is difficult to turn a ship that is 
underway but this ship has been underway and 
on fire for 2 years. He said we have to cut 
somewhere else if we are locked into a contract 
until things can be changed. We deferred the 
pensions last year by the $1.5M. We knew if we 
did not pay it last year that we would have to 
pay it this year and this year we have to pay 
$1.9M. Mr. Byrnes said that they knew that 
there was an $800K hole from health claims, 
there were big tax appeals coming and they 
knew that there were collective bargaining 
agreements that would have to be paid. He said 
what has frustrated him was that whenever he 
brought this up in 2009 he was told by the 
majority that they had a plan.  Mr. Byrnes 
agrees that there are items in the budget that 
could not be anticipated, but there are items that 
have been evident for the past 2 years. He said 
that the tool kit alone will not save us and that 
they have to figure out process wise how to deal 
with what continues to occur. Mr. Byrnes said 
that when the tool kit becomes available we 
need to act on it right away. He said we need to 
be honest with people. He suggested that we 
could cut Parks and Recreation and Arts 
Programming and implement 1 day garbage 
collection. 

Gerry Scharfenberger said we’ve heard a 
pretty grim picture but this is a statewide 
problem. We have the lowest workforce per 

capita and are short 20 to 30 police. The toolbox 
goes with the 2% cap and is essential. He said 
we can’t say no to unions because of arbitration 
and it costs $1,500 per day to say no. It’s great 
to say we need to look at the process but we 
can’t project the future. He said everything 
financially in town is good. The town had a 
$1.7M cut in state aid and there is no way that 
they could have seen this coming. We now have 
$1M in severance costs. The Governors 
decisions have a ripple effect on the town 
because long term employees ran for the door to 
protect their pensions. He said the toolbox will 
be magnificent. 

Bob Superti had several suggestions. He 
said to stop deferring debt to avoid paying 
additional interest. We should be selling our 
services to other towns not trying to get them 
from other towns. He felt a finance committee is 
an excellent idea because the Committee doesn’t 
have time to look at everything and they can 
make suggestions all year, but nothing gets done 
without the Committee’s decision. He said last 
year’s effort was not the only thing that got us to 
this point. Bob said that if there were thoughts 
like this a decade ago he wondered if we would 
still be in the same position. 

Robert Roth was pleased to see that the 
Township Committee sent an email asking 
residents to provide input on the budget. He 
asked the Committee to verify that they were 
not voting on the budget that evening because 
the Township had to go in front of the Local 
Finance Board to get approval to exceed the 
cap. He thought it might be beneficial to bond to 
cover the severance packages for this year 
because the rates are low. Gerry Scharfenberger 
said Senate bill S1804 allows deferral with no 
interest but it is still a deferral and has to be paid 
and this will be a change that will be in our 
budget. However issuing bonds is even better 
because the town does not have the means to 
raise the funds for the deferred payments. 
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Cynthia Bianchi started to thank the 
Committee for the hot dogs at the beach but was 
cut off because her comments were not related 
to the budget. 

Mary Mahoney wanted to know where 
the money is that was bonded for the W. Front 
St turf fields. Nick Trisante said it was still in 
the bank and some of it went to the engineer. 
Mrs. Mahoney asked why it was still in the bank 
while the Township is paying interest on it. Mr. 
Trisante said that the plan is to reallocate it for 
other projects or use it for some work that still 
needs to be done with the field. He said that 
what was left over would be canceled and used 
to pay off the debt. Mrs. Mahoney was confused 
as to why there was a rush to use it in the first 
place. Tony Mercantante said they will address 
the capital budget at their next meeting and 
some of the money might be allocated to other 
projects. Mrs. Mahoney asked how much we are 
paying in interest to which Mr. Mercantante said 
he wasn’t sure. Mrs. Mahoney said she is the 
CFO of her household and these are the kinds of 
things that have to be looked at. She started cuts 
last year and it is another area where we need to 
be better planners because the money was 
bonded for a specific use and now it is being 
changed for a different use. Gerry 
Scharfenberger said it cost money to bond and it 
is cheaper to reallocate. Tony Fiore said the 
soccer fields in town are damaged for the lack 
of rain. Mary continued by saying there was a 
very important meeting in July and it was hard 
for her and others to attend. She pointed out that 
these types of meetings should be televised to 
allow a broader audience to understand what our 
local government is doing. Gerry 
Scharfenberger said that the expense would be 
about $100K. She wanted to know what is more 
important, concerts in the park or the meeting 
and Mr. Scharfenberger said the concerts were 
not public record and the matter was a little 
more complicated. Mr. Fiore said that corporate 
sponsors pay for the taping of the concerts. Mrs. 

Mahoney concluded by saying that other towns 
and Freeholder boards can televise the meetings 
and she was sure that Middletown could find the 
means also. Sean Byrnes wanted to know where 
this $100K figure is coming from since he 
requested a breakdown of the televising costs 
and has not   received it yet. Tony Mercantante 
said they   were working on the analysis. Mr. 
Byrnes said that even if it was $50K or $100K, 
most of it would be start-up costs. He said there 
were 40 to 50 people present and there are about 
68 thousand people in Middletown and it makes 
more sense to televise to close that gap. He said 
we spend $60K-$70K on Middletown Matters 
(the township newsletter) and it would be more 
effective to televise these meetings. 

Kevin Cox said his salary is fixed but he 
is lucky to have a job. He opened the township 
web page and wanted to know what reaction 
there was to the request for feedback on the 
budget. Mr. Scharfenberger said there was very 
little feedback except for saying no to unions 
and other comments about the Board of 
Education (BOE) budget. Mr. Cox said we need 
to look at line items more closely. Other 
expenses are not detailed in the budget. He 
wanted progress shown in dollars spent as the 
year progresses. Mr. Scharfenberger said we 
have a CFO and top experts in the state helping 
us and we need a change from the top down and 
that’s what we’re getting from the Governor. 
Mr. Byrnes presented spreadsheets for the 2008 
and 2009 expenses and it should be opened up 
to the public so they can see. Mr. Cox said that 
this type of information should be available to 
the public so people can provide info on where 
the waste is. 

Abe Littenberg thinks the Township 
should roll the Sewerage Authority into the 
Department of Public Works (DPW) to 
eliminate the separate attorney and 
organizational fees. Mr. Scharfenberger said it is 
a separate entity with the cheapest rates in the 
area. He said that the Township is trying to 
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divest itself of responsibilities, liabilities, 
employees and would not want to combine 
them. Mr. Littenberg said that there is a cost 
involved but there is also income involved. He 
wanted to know if the taxpayer would come out 
ahead by collecting the fees. Tony Fiore said 
they would if the sewer authority wasn’t paying 
off debt faster instead of incurring interest. We 
do things for them to help as much as we can, 
such as billing and tax services. Mr. 
Scharfenberger said it is a very well run 
operation and we would not want to bring on 
their debt, salaries and pensions.  

Mr. Byrnes disagreed and said it is a 
very good idea to combine them. He proposed it 
last December because there is a lot of overhead 
like auditors, engineers and lawyers. They have 
a budget of $12 to $13M and only meet once a 
month. Their health benefits and pensions total 
about $100K per year. He said that in 2009 there 
were about $800K in professional fees, $6-700K 
in engineering fees and about $150K in attorney 
fees. He said the overhead can be eliminated, 
but it’s possible it may not work and that is why 
a study needs to be done to prove if it can work. 
Mr. Byrnes commented that the sewer authority 
gave the Township $365K in excess funds 
towards this years’ budget. 

Mr. Scharfenberger said bringing on 
their debt would lower our bond rating and he 
believes Marlboro is regretting taking over their 
Sewerage Authority.  

Vote to close 5-0. Vote on budget will 
be August 16, 2010. 

 
Resolution 10-189 is for a public hearing 

for the Municipal & Utility Budget. No 
members of the public came forward to address 
this resolution and it was voted 5-0 to close the 
public hearing. 

 
Resolution 10-190 is for a public hearing 

on the Solid Waste Budget. 

Bob Superti said he saw a lot of reading 
material on handling solid waste by farming it 
out, however, he said we would profit more by 
recycling. Tony Fiore said in last year’s audit 
we saw we are receiving top benefits from 
recyclers and would have a larger gain with 
more recycling. Mr. Superti said based on 
Ocean County figures we could make more 
money if we collect recycling ourselves. Ted 
Maloney said we pay to have recycles collected 
and delivered to a recycler. The recycler pays 
the town for what is collected. He said fiber 
products have more value. Nick Trisante said 
recyclables have peaked over the last few years 
and it is very variable in price. Bob Superti said 
it is very specific in the ordinance as it excludes 
food products. Brian Nelson said the discussion 
did not pertain to the solid waste budget and had 
to be continued later in the meeting. 

Mike Di Maio wanted to know if they 
looked at automated trucks to reduce manpower. 
Gerry Scharfenberger said it would involve a 
large capital outlay for new trucks. Tony 
Mercantante said most people do not want to 
change the way they handle their garbage. It 
would take a lot of public buy-in. Mr. Di Maio 
then said change might not want to take place 
but if the whole town was on the same contract 
it would be less costly. Mr. Mercantante said 
multiple towns are looking at combining 
collections. Mr. Di Maio said he was surprised 
to still see debris in the street. Gerry 
Scharfenberger said they looked at every 
scenario in the leaf collection arena. Sean 
Byrnes said it would be good next year to go 
down to one day a week garbage collection after 
the amount of recyclable collection increases. 
Mr. Scharfenberger said that once a week 
collection will not reduce the cost that much. 

Vote to close the public hearing was 5-0 
and the final vote will be August 16, 2010. 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
 
2010-3011 was introduced with a vote 5-

0. Sean Byrnes said he heard the argument from 
the association and it is that trucks can’t get 
around but the town’s opinion is that everyone 
will opt out. Tony Fiore said this just shows that 
it is difficult to get the whole town on board to 
be part of the garbage district. 

Ordinances 3012, 3013, 3014, 3015 and 
3016 were all introduced with a vote of 5-0 
Ordinance 3016 drew a comment by Sean 
Byrnes.  

Mr. Byrnes said that for the record this 
ordinance is to pay for tax appeals for this year 
but more appeals are coming and we need to 
plan for this. He hopes a mechanism will be put 
in place to deal with these tax appeals in the 
future. 

 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
195, 196, 197, 201 were pulled by Mr. 

Byrnes for a separate vote. 
Resolutions 10-194, 10-198, 10-199, and 

10-200 along with bingo and raffles and 
volunteer firefighter applications were voted on 
all together with all Committee members voting 
in favor of their passing. 

Resolution 10-195 - Mr. Byrnes wanted 
to know it this was the low bid and Mr. 
Maloney said it is the current contractor and the 
lowest bid. All voted in favor of its passing. 

Resolution 10-196 - Mr. Byrnes asked if 
we were still raising the salary of this position 
and Mr. Mercantante said yes, as long as the 
grant is valid. Mr. Byrnes wanted to know what 
mechanism was in place and Brian Nelson said 
it was the last line in the resolution. Mr. 
Mercantante said payroll will know when the 
grant runs out. All voted in favor of its passing. 

Resolution 10-197 - Mr. Byrnes asked if 
we are going to the Local Finance Board on 
August 11 to seek a wavier of the levy cap. Mr. 

Byrnes then asked if there was an amount 
associated with this wavier. Nick Trisante said 
the state is recalculating the figures and the 
Township is waiting for that figure to submit the 
application. The vote was 4-1 with Mr. Byrnes 
voting no. 

Resolution 10-201 - Mr. Byrnes asked if 
this was discussed in executive session and Mr. 
Mercantante said yes. Mr. Byrnes stated for the 
public that this was for more tax appeals and 
asked if the figure was in the application and 
Mr. Trisante said the ordinance states that the 
CFO and administration is permitted to present 
the application. He said that the application is 
submitted with the ordinance so the reviewer 
knows how much the application is for. All 
voted in favor of its passing. 

Resolution 10-192 - Payment of bills. 
All voted in favor of its passing. 

Resolution 10-193 - Temporary 
emergency appropriation All voted in favor of 
its passing this with comment by Sean Byrnes. 

Mr. Byrnes said it obvious that we need 
to fund government but he would have preferred 
that cuts were made to deflect making these 
continuing emergency appropriations.  He said 
that the line item for the library is about $290K 
for this appropriation alone. In the future we 
should anticipate what the shortfalls will be and 
figure out how they will be covered in 
December. 

 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Byrnes said he wants to emphasize 

that better planning needs to be done. Health 
costs continue to go up and we don’t have a 
mechanism in place to project what future costs 
will be.  He is very concerned what it costs a 
resident and businesses to get approvals for 
zoning and planning type issues. He feels that 
this process needs to have county wide scrutiny. 
A resident has to put out around $10K before a 
shovel goes in the ground. He said escrow funds 

Don
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are a burden and maybe if it was regionalized it 
would help reduce this burden. He added that 
fire inspection costs are also astronomical for 
residents and small businesses. 

Steve Massell had no comments. 
Pam Brightbill was happy to see new 

faces in the crowd in the courtroom but many 
have left. After 5 years on the Committee this is 
the most in attendance for a budget meeting. 
She said they get much of their feedback from 
their office hours. It would be great to have a 
room filled with people but people have a means 
to contact officials if they want. She said Long 
Branch is looking to stop televising their 
meeting because it is a disaster. When she hears 
of news like this it makes her leery of wanting 
the meetings televised. Mrs. Brightbill then 
talked about how the employees of the month 
love their jobs and a problem with unions is that 
they don’t allow us to compensate employees 
with a bonus. 

Tony Fiore said that things that frustrate 
the Committee is that we are at a point in time 
that we have to reign in on benefits as Mr. 
Byrnes stated. He said we need to drive 
behavior for future contracts because things 
have changed from the good times of the 90’s. It 
will be impossible to achieve a 2% cap if we 
don’t regionalize. He said that Red Bank does 
more fire inspections because they have more 
businesses and we have to look at more shared 
services and fire protection is just one of them. 
He said it is the only way that towns will 
survive. It will be tough to stay within the 2% 
cap but few exceptions are included. 

Gerry Scharfenberger said the key to 
survival is to make the 2% cap work and it 
won’t work without the toolbox. He said the 
Press is doing a good job in explaining the tools 
which will spread out over towns. All of the 
tools are needed to be included or it won’t work. 
He went on to comment about Middletown 
being named in the top 100 towns out of 
thousands in the country. Money Magazine was 

interested in volunteerism and he told them that 
people like to give. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Donna Kuntz said that she encountered 

dump trucks that picked up trash and the trash 
then blows out of the truck. She said the 
Leonard Ave. project started in June and she has 
had problems with code enforcement. There was 
debris on her neighbor’s property which caused 
additional sections of her fence to be removed. 
She said that there are already revisions to the 
plans because a gas line and sewer line were 
broken. She also requested a phone call before 
the work began on her property which she is 
still waiting for. Mr. Maloney said that they did 
call, but there was no answer. She provided her 
home and cell phone number to ensure that a 
phone call would be received before work 
begins that day. 

Cynthia Bianchi was impressed with the 
beach party on Leonardo and Ideal Beaches. She 
feels beach usage should be encouraged. She 
said some people didn’t know when the beach 
party was and that it should be advertised more. 
She said that the 30% that her taxes went up 
would pay for the lifeguards on the beach for 
the next three years, but she is not complaining 
because they are well worth it. 

Lori Stanziale said that volunteer hours 
have been lost in the Police Explorers because 
of staff reductions within the police department. 
The Explorer program has been eliminated 
because of cuts. Gerry Scharfenberger said that 
there is a cost involved with this and it far 
outweighs the hard costs involved. Tony 
Mercantante interrupted by saying that five 
police retired, they expect more before the end 
of the year and they had to backfill and that is 
what causes this. He said it takes nine months 
before new police get on the road and they hope 
the program will start up again. 
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Jim Grenafege acknowledged John, a 
Health Inspector, for his help getting his septic 
field back in order. He said he thought he heard 
Mrs. Brightbill say she gets feedback from 
residents and that they know how to contact the 
Committee. Jim said one of the best ways to 
reach out to residents is by TV. He then 
commented on Middletown being 89th on the list 
of one of the best places to live, but it has 
moved down the list from being number 50 in 
2006. He said in comparison Rumson has raised 
their tax rate for the first time in 3 years and 
Fair Haven has not raised theirs at all. He said 
that what he was trying to get at was that the 
comparisons are not the smartest method and we 
should be working within Middletown. Sean 
Byrnes said it is not a joke to compare towns but 
what we should be comparing is our own budget 
from year to year. Brian Nelson added that Jim 
stated earlier that the earlier retirement’s 
ordinance last year was still in effect, but he was 
incorrect. That ordinance only applied to 3-4 
employees and only 2 took advantage of that 
ordinance. 

Don Watson asked if Ted Maloney had 
gotten the design of the tennis court repaving at 
Normandy Park yet. Ted Maloney said that he 
was meeting with the engineer tomorrow and 
would give Mr. Watson a call. Mr. Watson 
provided him with his phone number. 

No other members of the public came 
forward to comment so the meeting was 
adjourned. 



Resolution No. 10-191 

RESOLUTION PERMITTING 2010 BUDGET 

TO BE READ BY TITLE AT THE PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-10 provides that a municipal budget may be adopted by title where the procedures 

required by N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8 and 40A:4-9 have been followed; and 
  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 259 of the Laws of 1995, a summary of the Township of Middletown 2010 

municipal and solid waste budgets were published in The Two River Times on July 9, 2010; and 
  

 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-9 a copy of the Township of Middletown 2010 municipal and solid 

waste budgets were posted in Township Hall for at least one week prior to the public hearing; and 
 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 259 of the Laws of 1995, a copy of the 2010 municipal budget has been made 

available for public inspection in each municipal library and the Chief Financial Officer has certified that the copies of 

the 2010 budget were delivered to the library on June 23, 2010; and 
 

 WHEREAS, free copies of the Township of Middletown 2010 municipal and solid waste budgets were made 

available to each person requesting the same, during the week prior to this meeting and during this public hearing. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Middletown, 

Monmouth County, New Jersey that the conditions set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-9 and Chapter 259, 

Laws of 1995 have been met; and 
 

 FURTHERMORE, LET IT BE RESOLVED that the Township of Middletown 2010 municipal and solid waste 

budgets shall be read by title at this Public Hearing. 























































































































































Resolution No. 10-193 
 

RESOLUTION FOR TEMPORARY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION 
 
 WHEREAS, emergent conditions have arisen with respect to the payment of bills in a number accounts 
and no adequate provision has been made in a Year 2010 temporary budget for the aforesaid purposes, and  

 WHEREAS, NJS 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation for the 
purposes above mentioned, and 
 
 WHEREAS, the total temporary emergency resolutions adopted in the Year 2010 for the Township 
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 96, PL 1951 (NJS 40A:4-20) including this resolution total $40,533,831 
for the Current Fund, $2,272,022 for the Solid Waste District, $336,610 for the Swim Utility, and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED (not less than two thirds of all members of the Township 
Committee of the Township of Middletown, New Jersey affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the 
provisions of NJS 40A:4-20:  
 

1. An emergency temporary appropriation be and the same is hereby made for the following purposes:  

 
                          SEE ATTACHED EXHIBIT A 
    
 
2. That said emergency temporary appropriations will be provided for in the 2010 budget under the 
appropriate titles.  

3. That one certified copy of this resolution be filed with the Director of Local Government Services.  

 
                                                                                      Exhibit A   
                                                                      Temporary Budget Request   
                                                                                     7/19/2010   

Account Number Description Amount 
Current Fund     
0-01-20-100-100-100 A&E S&W $35,500 
0-01-20-100-101-100 Purchasing S&W 9,400 
0-01-20-100-101-200 Purchasing O&E 100 
0-01-20-110-100-101 Township Committee S&W 4,900 
0-01-20-120-100-100 Township Clerk S&W 3,100 
0-01-20-120-100-200 Township Clerk O&E 4,500 
0-01-20-130-100-100 Finance S&W 33,700 
0-01-20-130-100-200 Finance O&E 4,800 
0-01-20-135-100-000 Finance Annual Audit 20,500 
0-01-20-140-100-100 MIS - S&W 27,700 
0-01-20-145-100-100 Collector - S&W 23,100 
0-01-20-150-100-100 Assessor S&W 23,200 
0-01-20-155-100-200 Legal O&E 25,000 
0-01-20-165-100-200 Engineer O&E 5,000 
0-01-21-180-100-100 Planning - S&W 16,700 
0-01-21-180-101-100 Planning Board S&W 1,250 
0-01-21-185-100-100 Zoning Board - S&W 1,950 



0-01-22-195-100-100 Inspections - S&W 73,200 

0-01-23-210-100-200 Insurance Claims 18,000 
0-01-23-215-100-200 Workers Comp 200,000 
0-01-23-220-100-200 Insurance Health Premiums 195,000 
0-01-23-225-100-225 Insurance - Unemployment 25,000 
0-01-25-240-100-100 Police S&W 741,200 
0-01-25-240-100-200 Police O&E 81,900 
0-01-25-252-100-101 Emergency Management S&W 2,300 
0-01-25-255-100-621 Fire Aid Subsidy to Fire Companies 61,850 
0-01-25-260-101-600 First Aid Subsidy to Companies 50,000 
0-01-25-265-100-100 Fire S&W 58,950 
0-01-25-265-101-100 Uniform Fire Safety S&W 11,500 
0-01-25-445-100-200 Fire Hydrant Services 60,000 
0-01-25-275-100-100 Prosecutor S&W 5,700 
0-01-26-290-100-100 Streets & Roads - S&W 247,700 
0-01-26-290-100-200 Streets & Roads - O&E 50,000 
0-01-26-305-100-100 Recycling S&W 17,400 
0-01-26-305-100-200 Recycling O&E 42,000 
0-01-26-310-100-259 PBG Maintenance of Twp Property 15,000 
0-01-26-315-100-200 Vehicle Maintenance - O&E 30,000 
0-01-27-330-100-100 Health S&W 22,000 
0-01-27-330-100-200 Health O&E 300 
0-01-27-330-101-100 Alliance S&W 9,200 
0-01-27-340-100-624 Dog Control O&E 3,000 
0-01-28-370-100-100 Parks & Recreation - S&W 149,000 
0-01-28-370-100-200 Parks & Recreation - O&E 42,450 
0-01-28-370-101-208 Recreation Advisory Committee 300 
0-01-28-380-100-238 Parks Beach Maintenance 5,000 
0-01-29-390-100-100 Library S&W 150,000 
0-01-290390-100-200 Library O&E 100,000 
0-01-30-410-205-291 Railroad Parking Lot Lease 50,000 
0-01-30-415-100-100 Accumulated Leave Compensation 50,000 
0-01-30-420-200-208 Celebration of Public Events 10,000 
0-01-31-430-200-200 Utilities - O&E 61,000 
0-01-31-435-200-200 Street Lights Electricity 50,000 
0-01-31-440-200-200 Telephone - O&E 74,700 
0-01-31-445-200-273 PBG - Water 12,000 
0-01-31-446-200-200 PBG - Natural Gas 12,000 
0-01-31-455-200-274 PBG - Sewer 2,000 
0-01-31-460-200-200 Fuels - O&E 62,000 
0-01-37-480-200-221 Insurance - Judgements/Settlements 9,000 
0-01-42-101-202-101 Interlocal Agreement Mon Cty Shuttle Bus S&W 3,600 
0-01-43-490-100-100 Court S&W 16,700 
0-01-44-902-200-800 Capital Improvement Fund 30,000 
0-01-45-940-200-300 Debt Service Green Trust Loan 18,950 
0-01-45-950-200-300 Debt Service - MCIA 862,000 
      
  TOTAL $4,032,300 
   
Solid Waste District     
0-15-26-305-000-200 SWD Disposal Fees $80,000 
  TOTAL $80,000 
   
   



Swim Utility     
0-01-55-501-000-100 Swim Utility S&W $25,000 
  TOTAL $25,000  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 10-____ 
 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN 
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 

 
RESOLUTION ADVOCATING LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO IMPOSE PAY-

TO-PLAY RESTRICTIONS ON LABOR UNIONS AND RELATED 
ORGANIZATIONS AND SUPPORTING ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 531 BANNING 

BOTH CORPORATE AND UNION CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

WHEREAS, since 2004, there have been a series of legislative and executive 
actions which have imposed restrictions on the campaign contributions of those who 
contract with the State of New Jersey and other public entities, so as to avoid actual 
conflicts of interest or even the appearance of conflicts of interest in the public 
contracting process; and 

 
WHEREAS, even though these pay-to-play restrictions have had a positive 

impact on the public contracting process, they have not extended their reach to all 
business entities that contract with the State of New Jersey and other public entities; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 20, 2010, Governor Chris Christie issued Executive 

Order No. 7 which attempted to extend similar pay-to-play restrictions applicable to 
business entities doing business with the State and other local government entities to 
labor unions and their related labor organizations; and 

 
WHEREAS, on May 7, 2010, in Communications Workers of Am. v. Christie, 

413 N.J. Super. 229 (App. Div. 2010), the Appellate Division invalidated to the 
provisions of Executive Order No. 7 that applied to labor unions and their related 
organizations with collective bargaining agreements with the State and other 
governmental entities as a violation of the constitutional principle of separation of 
powers, but did so “without prejudice to the potential adoption of an appropriate statute 
that might enact pay-to-play reforms covering labor organizations”; and 

 
WHEREAS, since 2006, Assemblywoman Amy Handlin of Middletown has 

introduced legislation currently known as Assembly Bill No. 531 that would, in part, 
prohibit corporations and labor unions of any kind from making political contributions. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Middletown in the County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey that the 
Township Committee hereby endorses Assembly Bill No. 531 banning political 
contributions by corporations and labor unions and their related organizations in the State 
of New Jersey as had been advocated, in part, by Executive Order No. 7 with respect to 
business entities contracting with government in the State of New Jersey. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to send a certified copy of this Resolution to Governor Chris Christie and the 



Legislators representing the 13th Legislative District of New Jersey that includes the 
Township of Middletown. 

 
 



Resolution 10-195 
 
 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF CONTRACT  
 FOR: 
 HVAC MAINTENANCE AND SERVICE  

AT NINE (9) TOWNSHIP LOCATIONS 
 
 

WHEREAS, five (5) bids were picked up by vendors, and one (1) 
 
Responsive Bids were received by the Township of Middletown. 
 

WHEREAS, bids were received on July 7, 2010 and; 
 

WHEREAS, bids were received for HVAC Maintenance and Service for a  
 

thirty six (36) month period, for Nine (9) Township Locations. 
 

VENDOR    ONE YEAR  THREE YEARS 
       
1. AIRHANDLERS MECHANICAL $ 29,570.00  $ 88,710.00 
    SERVICES 
    P.O. BOX 178 
    HADDON HEIGHTS, N.J. 08035  
 

Bids were advertised as per N.J. State Statutes and affidavit of publication is  
 
on file in the Office of the Township Clerk. 
 

AIRHANDLERS MECHANICAL SERVICES, P.O. BOX 178, HADDON  
 
HEIGHTS, N.J. 08025. shall Furnish and Deliver services as per Bid Proposal &  
 
Specifications & Covenants thereof dated July 7, 2010 said bidder being the Lowest  
 
Responsible Bidder. 
 
DESCRIPTION     VENDOR 
 
PROVIDE HVAC MAINTENANCE  AIRHANDLERS MECHANICAL    
AND SERVICE AT NINE (9)   SERVICES  
TOWNSHIP LOCATIONS    P.O. BOX 178 
       HADDON HEIGHTS, N.J. 08025 
 
TOTAL = $ 88,710.00 FOR A THIRTY SIX (36) MONTH PERIOD 
 



WHEREAS, bids have been reviewed by the Purchasing Agent and Ted 

Maloney, Director of Public Works and it is their recommendation that the contract 

be awarded to AIRHANDLERS MECHANICAL SERVICES, P.O. BOX 178, 

HADDON HEIGHTS, N.J. 08035. at a cost of: $ 88,710.00     

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Middletown, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. It hereby awards the contract for “HVAC Service and Maintenance ” to 

Airhandlers Mechanical Services, P.O. Box 178, Haddon Heights, N.J. 08035. for a 

total of $ 88,710.00 for a thirty six (36) month period for nine (9) Township 

Locations. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this contract is awarded pursuant to a Fair 

and Open Process in accordance with N.J.S.A.–20.5 et seq. 

 WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer of the Township of Middletown has 

certified that adequate funds for such contract are available and are designated to 

line item appropriation of the official budget no. 0-01-26-310-100.  A copy of the 

said certification is attached hereto and made a part hereof and the funds to be 

expended herein are assigned to line item no. 259.  A copy of the within resolution 

and certification shall be certified by the Township Clerk.  The Township Attorney 

is satisfied that the certification of availability of funds has been provided and a 

copy of the within resolution shall be made a part of the file concerning said 

resolution and appointment. 

2. Additional funds will be encumbered contingent upon their availability 

during the appropriate municipal budget year.  



3. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided by the Office of the  

Township Clerk to each of the following: 

A) Purchasing Agent 
B) Comptroller 
C) Ted Maloney, Director DPW 
D) All of the above bidders 

 
  
 



RESOLUTION NO. 10-196 
 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN 
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 

 
RESOLUTION CREATING POSITION OF TOWNSHIP ENERGY 
MANAGER FUNDED THROUGH THE TOWNSHIP’S ENERGY 

EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION BLOCK GRANT 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Middletown received an Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Block Grant (“EECBG”) to direct the Township’s Energy Efficiency and 
Conservation Strategy (“EECS”) to be carried out under the grant to achieve a reduction 
of municipal energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions, cost savings, and long-
term community-wide reductions in energy use; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Energy Manager will be responsible for identifying effective 

methods for achieving maximum participation and efficiency rates, public education, 
measurement and verification protocols, and the identification of energy efficient 
technologies; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Energy Manager will manage and evaluate the technical aspects 

of the Township’s energy efficiency upgrade projects pursuant to municipal energy audit 
recommendations and assessments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Energy Manager’s responsibilities will also include 

management of public outreach activities, including the provision of technical assistance 
to the Green Team Action Committee and its ongoing efforts for certification in the 
Sustainable Jersey program; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Energy Manager will also identify utility rebates and other 

available federal and state grants on an ongoing basis to assist in paying for 
recommended energy efficiency upgrades; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township’s Planner recommends the creation of this position as 
it is currently funded by grant, necessary for the implementation of the requirements 
thereunder, and can be utilized to leverage other sources of federal, state and/or private 
funding for these purposes, and is projected to result in significant savings in the 
Township’s energy costs, all of which are in the best interests of the environment and the 
taxpayers of the Township of Middletown. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Middletown in the County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey that the 
Township Administrator is hereby authorized to take any and all actions necessary to 
create the position of “Energy Master” for the purposes of carrying out the Township’s 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Strategy and duties directly related or ancillary 
thereto under the direction of the Township Planner for the term of the Township’s 



Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant, or until such other source(s) of funding 
can be identified to continue the position. 



Resolution 10-197 
 

Resolution Of The Township of Middletown 
Making Application To The Local Finance Board 

Pursuant To N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.46 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Middletown in Monmouth 
County desires to make application to the Local Finance Board for its approval of a 
proposed Levy waiver pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:4-45.46 and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee believes that: 
 

(a) it is in the public interest to accomplish such purpose; and, 
 

(b) the Levy waiver is for the health, wealth, convenience or betterment of the 
inhabitants of the Township of Middletown; and, 

 
(c) the proposal is an efficient and feasible means of providing services for the 

needs of the inhabitants of the Township of Middletown  and will not create 
an undue financial burden to be placed upon the Township of Middletown; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township 
of Middletown as follows: 
 
Section 1. The application to the Local Finance Board is hereby approved, and the Chief 
Financial Officer, along with other representatives of the Township of Middletown are 
hereby authorized to prepare such application and to represent the Township of 
Middletown in matters pertaining thereto. 
 
Section 2. The Municipal Clerk of the Township of Middletown is hereby directed to 
file a copy of the proposed Levy waiver with the Local Finance Board as part of such 
application. 
 
Section 3. The Local Finance Board is hereby respectfully requested to consider such 
application and to record its findings, recommendations and/or approvals as provided by 
the applicable New Jersey Statute. 
 



 
Resolution 10-198  

 
Township of Middletown 

Resolution of Support Authorizing the 
Sustainable Jersey™ Grant funded by Wal-Mart 

 
 
 
WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its 

residents by ensuring that its environmental, economic and social objectives are balanced 
and mutually supportive; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Middletown strives to save tax dollars, assure 

clean land, air and water, improve working and living environments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Township of Middletown is participating in the Sustainable Jersey 

Program and is actively seeking certification from said Program; and  
 
WHEREAS, one of the purposes of the Sustainable Jersey Program is to provide 

resources to municipalities to make progress on sustainability issues, and they have 
created a grant program called the Sustainable Jersey Small Grants funded by Wal-Mart;  

 
THEREFORE, the Township Committee of Middletown Township has 

determined that Middletown should apply for $25,000 in grant funds from Sustainable 
Jersey to install a native garden at Poricy Park, to remove invasive and damaging plant 
species at the Park, to develop displays and educational materials expressing the value of 
native plantings and stressing the importance of removing invasive plants, and to 
compose native plant landscape standards for residential and commercial developers for 
incorporation into local design regulations and zoning requirements to serve as an 
example for the community. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Committee of the 

Township of Middletown, State of New Jersey, authorizes the submission of the 
aforementioned Sustainable Jersey Grant funded by Wal-Mart. 

 



RESOLUTION 10-199 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING PARTICIPATION IN 
COPS HIRING PROGRAM WITH THE 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
PROJECT PERIOD 01/01/2011 THROUGH 12/31/2013 

 
 
 WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Community Oriented Policing, is 

accepting applications for their COPS Hiring Program (COPS FY 2010 COPS Hiring Program 

(CHP), 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Middletown wishes to apply to the U.S. Department of 

Justice for Grant funds in connection with the COPS Hiring Program, and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Middletown has reviewed said 

application and finds approval to be in the best interest of the municipality, and 

 

 WHEREAS, this project is a joint project between the U.S. Department of Justice and the 

Township of Middletown for the purpose therein described. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Committee of the Township 

of Middletown (1) that as a matter of public policy the Township wished to participate with the 

U.S. Department of Justice, COPS Hiring Program to the greatest extent possible; (2) that the 

U.S. Department Justice COPS Hiring Program is requested to accept said application on behalf 

of the Township; and (3) that the appropriate fiscal officer will accept the funds in connection 

with said project from the U.S. Department of Justice and make disbursements in accordance 

with said application. 

 



RESOLUTION NO. 10-200 
 

TOWNSHIP OF MIDDLETOWN 
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF SETTLEMENT 

AGREEMENT WITH NEW JERSEY FIRE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
 

WHEREAS, a claim totaling approximately $34,000 was brought by the New 
Jersey Fire Equipment Company (“NJ Fire”) against the Township of Middletown 
relating to certain disputed invoices dating back to 2006 for equipment ordered by the 
Middletown Fire Department; and 
 

WHEREAS, an investigation by Township purchasing officials determined that 
the goods were delivered to the Middletown Fire Department under the disputed invoices 
despite the utilization of improper purchasing procedures, resulting in no payments being 
applied to the disputed invoices; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the Township’s legal position that the purchases were not 

properly authorized to be made through appropriate purchasing procedures, and knowing 
this, NJ Fire nevertheless furnished goods to the Middletown Fire Department in 
anticipation of such authorization, which was never made, and therefore, the disputed 
invoices remain unpaid and special authorization is required to make any such payments 
at this time; and 
 

WHEREAS, to equitably resolve this matter without the expense of litigation, the 
parties have agreed to enter into a Settlement Agreement for $17,000 (approximately 
one-half of the claimed sum) to be paid to NJ Fire by the Township of Middletown 
pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Settlement Agreement attached hereto as 
Exhibit A. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Middletown in the County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey that the 
Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the Settlement Agreement 
attached hereto as Exhibit A with the New Jersey Fire Equipment Company pursuant to 
the terms and conditions described therein settling any and all claims for $17,000 to be 
paid over a period of no more than six (6) months. 
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